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guided its success: grassroots support, citizen
input, bottom-up planning, and coordination of
services. Programs like the Title V Senior Com-
munity Service Employment Program have been
instrumental in helping us all benefit from the
accumulated experience and judgment of older
Americans. I will fight to keep these programs
strong and to maintain the active role of the
national aging network in assisting elderly Amer-
icans.

While we commemorate an important anni-
versary today, every American should be proud
that we have greatly improved the way our peo-
ple live their lives as they grow older, providing
new hope for entire lifetimes of purpose and
dignity. We must remember that with this kind
of opportunity in a democracy goes continued
responsibility. Our job today is to preserve this
progress not only for our current seniors in their
lifetimes but for all generations of Americans
to come.

The President’s Radio Address
July 15, 1995

Good morning. My job here is to make Amer-
ica work well for all of you who work hard.
I ran for President to restore the American
dream of opportunity for all, the American value
of responsibility from all, and to bring the Amer-
ican people together as a community, not to
permit us to continue to be divided and weak-
ened. To do this we need a Government that
empowers our people to make the most of their
own lives but is smaller and less bureaucratic
and less burdensome than it has been.

So we’ve got to cut regulations that impose
unnecessary redtape or they just plain don’t
make sense. And we have to change the way
regulators regulate, if that is abusive or it doesn’t
make sense. But as we cut, we have to remem-
ber that we have a responsibility to protect our
citizens from things that threaten their safety
and their health. Those are goals we all support,
and we can accomplish them in a reasonable,
responsible, bipartisan way.

Our administration is taking the lead. We’ve
already reduced Government positions by
150,000, cut hundreds of Government programs,
eliminated 16,000 pages of regulations. We’ve
cut the Small Business Administration regula-
tions by 50 percent, the Department of Edu-
cation regulations by 40 percent, the time it
takes to fill out the EPA regulations by 25 per-
cent. We’re changing the way we enforce the
regulations. We want less hassle. We want more
compliance and less citations and fines. In other
words, we’ve got to get out the worst problems
of big Government and still keep protecting the
public health and safety.

Right now, Republicans in the Congress are
pushing a very different approach to regulation.
I believe it poses a real danger to the health
and safety of our families. They call it regulatory
reform, but I don’t think it’s reform at all. It
will force Government agencies to jump through
all kinds of hoops, waste time, risk lives when-
ever the agency acts to protect people’s health
and safety. It will slow down, tangle up, and
seriously hinder our ability to look out for the
welfare of American families.

It will create just the kind of bureaucratic
burdens that Republicans for years have said
they hate. It will be more time for rulemaking,
more opportunities for special interests to stop
the public interest, and many, many more law-
suits. I want a Government that’s leaner and
faster, that has a real partnership between the
private sector and the Government. They want
more bureaucracy, slower rulemaking, and a
worsening of the adversarial relationship be-
tween Government and business that shifts the
burden and the balance of power.

If the Republican Congress’ bill had become
law years ago—listen to this—it would have
taken longer than it did to get airbags in cars;
schoolbuses might not have ever had to install
those sideview mirrors that help drivers see chil-
dren crossing in front. The longer we waited
to do these things, the more lives it would have
cost.

Now, let me tell you what the world would
look like in the future under these extreme pro-
posals. You’ve probably heard about the
cryptosporidium bacteria that contaminated
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drinking water in Milwaukee. It made 400,000
people sick; it killed 100 Americans. It will be
very difficult to prevent that kind of danger
from finding its way into our water and to con-
trol it when it does if these rules take effect.

If the new system Congress proposes takes
effect it will take much longer to impose new
safety standards to prevent commuter airline
crashes, like the five that happened last year.
We’ve proposed standards in that area, and
they’re being resisted. And it will be far less
certain that we can use microscopes to examine
meat and stop contaminated meat from being
sold.

You may think that’s amazing, but listen to
this story. If we lived in a world like the one
Congress is suggesting, there would be more
tragedies like what happened to Eric Mueller.
In 1993, Eric was a 13-year-old young man in
California, the president of his class, the captain
of his soccer team, an honor student. One day,
like millions of other kids, he ordered a ham-
burger at a fast food restaurant. But he died
a few days later because he was poisoned by
an invisible bacteria, E. coli, that contaminated
the hamburger. Dozens of others also died. And
just last week, five more people in Tennessee,
including an 11-year-old boy, got sick again be-
cause of E. coli.

How did this happen? Because the Federal
Government has been inspecting meat the same
old way since the turn of the century. Believe
it or not, inspectors basically use the same meth-
ods to inspect meat that dogs use. They touch
it and smell it to see if it’s safe, instead of
using microscopes and high technology. That’s
crazy, and for the last 2 years we have been
working hard to change that, to reform the meat
inspection rules so that Americans can be con-
fident they’re protected.

And believe it or not, while we’re working
to bring meat inspection into the 20th century,
some special interests are trying to stop it, in
spite of the fact that people have died from
E. coli, and this Congress is willing to help
them. We’re trying to make our drinking water

cleaner, but this Congress is willing to adopt
a regulatory system that would let polluters
delay and sometimes even control the rules that
affect them.

In the last 6 months, we’ve seen these so-
called regulatory reform bills actually being writ-
ten by lobbyists for the regulated industries. The
Congress even brought the lobbyists into the
hearings to explain what the bills did. After all,
they had to; the lobbyists had written the bills.
I don’t think that’s right. I know it’s not in
the best interest of the American people, and
it ought to be stopped.

No one has done more than our administra-
tion to streamline and reform a regulatory sys-
tem. You’ll never catch me defending a dumb
regulation or an abusive Government regulator.
The 16,000 pages of Federal regulations we have
cut are enough to stretch 5 miles. We say to
small business, if you have a problem and you
fix it, you can forget the fine.

I want to sign a real regulatory reform bill.
And there is a good alternative sponsored by
Senator Glenn and Senator Chafee. It provides
a good starting point and—listen to this—it in-
cludes a 45-day waiting period in which Con-
gress can review and reject any Government
regulation that doesn’t make sense. Now, isn’t
that a lot better than letting the interest groups
actually delay these regulations forever, even
though we need them for our health and safety?

I want Democrats and Republicans in Con-
gress to show the American people that we can
reform without rolling back. We can cut red-
tape, reduce paperwork, make life easier for
business without endangering our families or our
workers. We do have a responsibility to cut reg-
ulation, but we also have a responsibility to pro-
tect our families and our future. We can and
must do both.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:24 p.m. on
July 14 in the Roosevelt Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 15.
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